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When are we going to say “Not in my name”? 
   If only people would find out a little more about the source of the meat products they 
buy, real “free range” animal products (a term which is diversely interpreted) would 
immediately find a wider market. Would it make a difference if even those who can 
easily afford a little extra per kg could actually see malformed chickens, often declawed 
and debeaked, and too heavily-breasted to be able to walk (if they had the privilege of 
walking, which they do not) and condemned to live their painful lives on a mesh base no 
larger than an A4 page? Are the cents saved worth this suffering?  
   Dr Don Pinnock is an award-winning investigative journalist, author, criminologist, and 
a Research Fellow at the Centre of Criminology at the University of Cape Town. His 
range of involvements is extremely diverse. Anyone who cares about subjects like 
animals, the future of the planet, and the critical situation faced by young people living in 
circumstances of extreme deprivation should acquaint themselves with his work. In a new 
searing article for the Daily Maverick, he writes about one of the latest iniquities being 
perpetrated against animals: the selling of lion bones to be processed, mixed into a 
‘wine’, and swallowed by human beings who unfortunately masquerade under the official 
but unearned title of our species, Homo sapiens sapiens.  
   Tigers having been almost totally eliminated in order to provide bones for ‘tiger wine’ 
for wealthy, mainly Chinese, buyers in the East, South Africa is now filling the market 
gap by breeding lions and supplying their skeletons to keep this appalling market going.   
   Pinnock reminds us that Kafka wrote of “the unknown family” of invisible others, 
which includes animals produced for our tables by way of commercial methods that most 
people are happy not to know about. But “drinking lions?”, he asks. It sounds deranged 
that we would allow our country to be party to a practice so bizarrely cruel, especially 
one that will hasten the extinction of this splendid animal.  
   What is especially shocking is that this practice is, at the time of writing, about to be 
legalised by the South African Department of Environmental Affairs. When the United 
States, owing to public outcry, banned the air transport of hunting trophies, profits from 
canned hunting predictably dropped. But there are no stumbling blocks to relentless 
greed.       
   The DEA made a decision to set an 800-skeleton quota “without public consultation, 
but was forced to hold a stakeholder meeting as a result of CITES quota conditions”. This 
left hardly any time for public response or intervention by conservationists. Nonetheless, 
several local and international environmental organisations did manage to protest. The 
deadline was set at 2 February.  
   South Africa’s disgraceful lion-breeding industry, Pinnock writes, “promotes cub 
petting, lion walks, canned lion hunting and the supply of lion body parts”. 
   Audrey Delsink, Africa’s director of The Humane Society International, says: 
“Breeding captive lions is not only contrary to the global shift against captive wildlife, 
but is a potential threat to wild lions.”    
   Pippa Hankinson, producer of Blood Lions, the film that told the unequivocal and 
unpalatable truth about canned lion hunting, says commercial lion-breeding lacks any 



scientific basis and that the quota was somehow arrived at without consideration for the 
animals or for conservation protocols.  
   In a report about four years back, she visited a lion-breeding facility and found 80 lions 
crowded into a small enclosure. It is estimated that between 6000 and 8000 lions are 
being bred in South Africa in an already multi-million industry. This number far exceeds 
the number of lions living in the wild. It is estimated that about 1200 lion skeletons have 
been exported annually for some years.    
   In 2015, the Professional Hunters’ Association of South Africa passed a motion 
dissociating itself from the captive-breeding of lions for any non-conservation purposes.    
   Michelle Pickover of the EMS Foundation is of the opinion that the DEA “does not 
know how the industry operates, who the breeders and bone traders are, how many lions 
are in the industry, and how many facilities there are”. She asks which individuals in 
government are supporting “this unscrupulous and corrupt industry, and who is 
benefitting”. The lions providing the skeletons are often raised |”in extreme cruelty”.  
   The Pinnock article reports that the lionesses are forced to litter every six months. Cubs 
are taken away from their mothers days after birth in order to force the mothers into early 
oestrus. The cubs are seriously affected by being deprived of mother’s milk. When the 
mothers become too weak to breed, they fall victim to hunters providing for the lion 
bones trade.  
   Ian Michler, who was behind the production of Blood Lions, says that farmed lions are 
genetically contaminated and suffer from a range of serious health problems owing to 
inbreeding and crossbreeding.   
   Blatant cruelty to lions, says Don Pinnock, is now “of less importance than sipping 
excretions leached from their bones. In pursuit of profits, it has become the new normal.” 
He quotes Martin Luther King: “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about 
things that matter.”  
   Don’t allow yourself to be one of those who bleat: “I don’t want to know about things 
like this… it’s too upsetting!” Speak up for animals. Only through us do they have a 
voice. If we remain silent about their suffering, we make ourselves complicit in it.     
 
Dung beetles follow the sun 
   An article by South African and Swedish researchers in the Public Library of Science 
journal, PLoS One, suggests that dung beetles take “detailed compass readings from the 
sun” to help them roll their balls of dung as quickly as possible out of the way of rival 
dung beetles likely to steal them. Professor Marcus Byrne of Wits University School of 
Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences described how dung beetles roll their balls of 
dung into underground pantries.  
   Dung beetles always roll in a straight line which “is a remarkable feat given that they 
do this while facing backwards with their heads pointing towards the ground”.  
   Marcus Byrne’s co-author is Emily Baird of Sweden’s Lund University. The two 
researchers have investigated the ‘dance’ performed when the dung beetle climbs on top 
of the ball of dung and rotates, stopping for short spells between spells of ‘dancing’ 
before climbing down to begin rolling the ball of dung again.  
   It seems that this ‘dance’ is for the purpose of gathering clues from the sun, moon or 
earth’s magnetic field, or perhaps even from the nearest tall tree, rather like taking a 
compass bearing.  



   The researchers conducted an experiment with 31 dung beetles. Their movement over a 
series of created obstacle courses was filmed with a video camera. When faced with an 
obstacle in the straight path they were making, most beetles climbed up and ‘danced’, 
scanning the environment to get back on track. (Pupils wanting to choose an interesting 
topic for a project should investigate www.plos.org/media/press/2012/pone=07-01-
baird.pdf.)   
   There is one thing we can be very sure of with all other forms of life: that they are a lot 
more complex than we give them credit for. 
 
Fireworks blaze engulfs busy marketplace 
   Year after year the SPCA pleads with people not to purchase the dangerous big-bang 
fireworks that cause such suffering to many domestic pets, feral dogs and cats, and city 
wildlife, including nesting birds, and that often severely injure human beings.  
   People take the potential danger of fireworks far too lightly, but even the most obstinate 
fireworks devotees must have been shocked at the complete destruction in December of a 
fireworks market in Tultepec, forty kms from Mexico City.   
   The market was packed with people buying fireworks for Christmas and New Year 
celebrations when some incendiary incident set off a series of explosions that rapidly 
spread through the entire market, blanketed the sky in a vast cloud of stifling smoke, and 
even shook neighbouring towns.  
   Shortly after the disaster, it was reported that 29 people had died and over 70 had 
severe injuries, some with burns over 90% of their bodies. CNN later reported the 
number of deaths to be 31. Of over 300 stalls, only ten were left standing. The weight of 
fireworks estimated to be on sale at the market was about 300 tonnes.  
   After earlier fireworks tragedies, especially one in 2005, safety regulations had become 
quite strict, but fireworks are not easily controlled once a spark causes an initial 
explosion.   
   We might not have a Tultepec-type market, but we do have many people who continue 
to buy big-bang fireworks, the sale of which should be totally banned. Years ago, a 
municipal draft appeared that held promise of this. It suddenly disappeared, without any 
apparent effort to elicit public support. Yet there is no religion, philosophy or historical 
event in the world that gains anything or is honoured in any way by having humans create 
the dangerous big-bang fireworks of today.     
   Public fireworks displays used to concentrate on being splendid and were limited to an 
hour or two. Some are world-famous, like that at Sydney harbour, which is strictly 
controlled, brief and dazzling. But here individuals let off big-bang fireworks with 
impunity for days before and after the event they are purporting to celebrate, and often 
until after midnight.   
   Ask your local authority to take action against these earth-shattering and dangerous 
explosions that put animals at risk and often hurt humans as well. We can make a 
difference, but not if we keep silent!  


