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Frolicking pups send car rolling 
   When two playful young dogs were left in the car by their owner while she nipped into 
Walmart in Wayne, West Virginia, she thought she had taken an action that would keep 
them cool and comfortable.  
      She was aware of the danger to animals if they are left shut up in a vehicle on a warm 
day. Regardless of whether windows are left slightly open or not, the temperature inside a 
vehicle rises rapidly and soon reaches danger level. She therefore left the air-conditioning 
on to ensure that the interior of the vehicle would remain cool, which meant that she had 
to leave her keys in the ignition.  
     A witness had to leap out of the way of the car when it came rolling towards her… 
and then she saw that there was a dog behind the wheel. One of the dogs had somehow 
managed to release the handbrake.  
     The vehicle came to rest against the Walmart building. The dogs were unharmed, and 
their owner was able to drive her car home, as it had suffered only slight damage.  
     The news item could perhaps have mentioned the rules for parking on a slope. Driving 
schools surely cover this during tuition. Vehicle manuals mainly do, but drivers have to 
take the trouble to read them.     
     The incident makes an entertaining story, but the underlying message is a serious one.  
One must never leave an animal or a child in a locked car. If you come across such a 
situation, please report it immediately and make sure that action is taken without delay.  
  
Tribute to our game rangers 
     We have become so used to hearing about people who take their responsibilities too 
lightly and do their jobs badly that we often overlook those who do difficult and stressful 
jobs loyally and well. Our own SPCA inspectors, for instance, do jobs that most of us 
would find impossibly difficult.  
     It was World Ranger Day on the last day of July, and it was good to see that the 
Minister of Environmental Affairs paid tribute to the rangers who often risk their lives in 
protecting our wildlife.  
     It was also good to see that Minister Edna Molewa had some hard words to say to the 
few rangers who “bowed to temptation and became involved in crime” and who let down 
the brave game rangers and game guards who work in our reserves.  
     She honoured rangers and guards who were killed in the line of duty. The dangers of 
working with wild animals are multiple. A insignificant number of rangers and guards are 
injured by wild animals each year, and there is the constant danger of coming across 
ruthless rhino and elephant poachers who carry sophisticated arms.  
     As with our SPCAs, that rely so heavily on the devoted services of volunteers, our 
reserves are assisted by dedicated volunteers who give of their services without payment. 
Year after year, so many organisations involved in nurturing or protective services are 
selflessly helped by people who care.  
           
Dogs that sniff out cancer 



      I picked up an interesting story in Good Housekeeping while staying in beautiful 
Woking, England, with my daughter and granddaughter (my family now being scattered 
across half the world in the UK, Netherlands and Gold Coast, Australia).  
     Claire Guest had trained as a veterinary nurse before becoming a trainer for Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People, where she became interested in research relating to dogs being 
trained to detect cancer and diabetes.  
     When she hit a period of deep depression and was on the verge of a serious 
breakdown, the love and support of her dogs - Daisy, Woody, Oak and Tangle – helped 
to pull her through. 
     She had left her job with Hearing Dogs for Deaf People and, influenced by research 
that showed that dogs are able to save lives by detecting cancers that other tests had 
missed, had set up a charity called Medical Detection Dogs.  
     Her depression improved, albeit only slowly. Then one day, when she took Daisy, 
Woody and Tangle for a walk, Woody and Tangle leapt out of the car, but Daisy hung 
back, sniffing at Claire and nudging her chest. Eventually Claire tugged at her collar, and 
reluctantly she jumped out and followed the other dogs.  
     That evening, wondering about Daisy’s odd behaviour, Claire examined her chest and 
discovered a small lump. The lump turned out to be merely a cyst, but professional 
medical exploration revealed a cancerous tumour deep within Claire’s breast, so deeply 
situated that its early discovery would have been unlikely without Daisy’s warning 
sniffing and nudging. 
     Claire’s oncologist was at first sceptical about Claire’s description of Daisy’s finding 
her cancer, but he and Claire’s surgeon finally visited her dogs and became supporters of 
the work she was doing.  
     Medical Detection Dogs rapidly gained support and was able to produce a study that 
showed that cancer has an odour that dogs can indeed pick up. The charity subsequently 
set up a training centre for sniffer dogs, which has already acquired such a reputation that 
they have the Duchess of Cornwall as a patron.  
     Daisy is now semi-retired. She has correctly identified over 500 cases of cancer and is 
the charity’s most successful sniffer dog.  
     Looking back over the years of her serious depression, the discovery of her cancer by 
Daisy, and the amazing consequences of Daisy’s action which led to greater focus on 
Medical Detection Dogs and an acceptance of the significant role able to be played by 
sniffer dogs in the detection of certain potentially fatal diseases, Claire says that what she 
has come to appreciate is that “there’s no happier moment in life than the quiet, simple 
joy of sitting peacefully and stroking your dog”.  
     She says that the dogs remind her every day of the contribution they are making to 
medical science and the lives that have been saved, including her own.  
 
Will the world take any notice? 
     In May, Kenya set fire to eleven great piles of elephant tusks confiscated over the 
years. The pyres contained the horns of over 6700 elephants. 
     Hosting a summit of African leaders, business people and scientists in Nayuki in 
central Kenya, Kenyan president Uhuru Kenyatta said that Kenya hoped that this public 
incineration would “end the murderous trafficking” and help prevent the extinction of 
elephants.  



     The conference focused on the role played by corrupt officials and on the insatiable 
hunger for ivory and called for the destruction of the markets instead of the continuing 
murder of the elephants.  
     Kitili Mbathi, director of the Kenyan Wildlife Service, observed that ivory has no 
intrinsic value, but merely the value attributed to it by those who deal in it and those who 
crave to possess it. It is the market that drives the murderous trade.  
     It might seem to some that burning huge stockpiles of ivory is no more than a grand 
gesture, but when Kenya’s president, Daniel arap Moi, set fire to 12 tonnes of ivory in 
1989, the dramatic incineration helped change global policies on ivory exports. 
     A question frequently asked is whether it is possible to destroy ivory by burning. 
Having now burnt huge piles of ivory on three occasions, Kenya is able to report on the 
conditions necessary and the time involved. According to the Kenyan Wildlife Service, 
the temperature is required to be kept exceedingly high, and the pyres need to burn for at 
least a week. Photographs on the Internet confirm the destruction of the ivory after this 
prolonged firing.  
     Whether the dramatic and extensively reported incineration of ivory stockpiles will 
impact noticeably on poaching elephants for their tusks remains to be seen. The message 
of the Kenyan president is: “We want the world to listen.” If a sufficient number of the 
influential people at the conference return home and do their stuff, then the conference 
and the incineration will have been worthwhile.  

 
 


